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060615 

R 131956Z JUN 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY IAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMCONSUL KARACHI 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
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AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
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AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY MOGAFISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
USMISSION NATO 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
MEMBASSY TOKYO 2524 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
CINCEUR 
CINCLANT 
CINCPAC 
CINCPACFLT 
CINCUSANVEUR 
COMIDEASTFOR 

UNCLAS STATE 138862 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, US, UN, XO 

SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA - STATEMENT BY STENNIS 

BEIRUT ALSO PASS BAGHDAD 
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MILITARY ADDEES ALSO FOR POLAD 

SENATOR STENNIS, ARMED SERVICE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, 

DELIVERED FOLLOWING STATEMENT AT OPENING OF DIEGO GARCIA 
HEARING ON JUNE 10: 

QUOTE: WE OPEN HEARINGS TODAY UNDER THE SPECIAL RESOLUTION 
OF DISAPPROVAL OF THE FUNDS FOR DIEGO GARCIA IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. THIS IS UNDER THE SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT AS TO A 
PROCEDURE THAT WAS WORKED OUT LAST YEAR BY THE HOUSE AND 
SENATE CONFEREES ON THE AUTHORIZATION BILL. I THINK THAT 
IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT WE CERTAINLY NEED SOME PRESENCE 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 
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I'M NEVER ONE TO BE FRIGHTENED BY EVERY MOVEMENT OF THE 
SOVIETS, BUT SOVIET EXPANSION IN THE INDIAN OCEAN IN THE 
LAST FEW YEARS, AND ESPECIALLY THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS, 

HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE. THEY HAVE INCREASED THEIR SHIP DAYS 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN TREMENDOUSLY AND WITH THE OPENING OF THE 
SUEZ CANAL THIS WILL ALSO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

FURTHER, THEREGJS NO DOUBT ANY LONGER ABOUT THE NATURE 
OF THEIR MISSILE BASE AT BERBERA. WITHOUT A DOUBT, THIS 
IS A SOVIET MISSILE BASE AND I WILL LEAVE IT TO THE 
WITNESSES AS TO HOW FAR THEY GO IN DISCLOSING INTELLIGENCE 
IN THIS FIELD. 

OUR PROPOSEF INSTALLATION ON DIEGO GARCIA IS A RELATIVELY 
SMALL AND LOW-PROFILE INSTALLATION, OUR TESTIMONY LAST 
YEAR 

WHICH WILL BE BROUGHT FORWARD THIS YEAR, LIMITS THE 
NAVY TO A VERY SMALL INSTALLATION ON THIS TINY ISLAND, 

WHICH IS REALLY NO MORE THAN WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL A FILLING 
STATION, AND WHICH IN THE OLDER DAYS WAS CALLED A COALING 
STATION. 

I WAS SOMEWHAT LUKEWARM ON THIS MATTER WHEN IT WAS FIRST 
PROPOSED, BUT IN VIEW OF THE OVERWHELMING FACTS THAT 
HAVE DEVELOPED, THE EVIDENCE IS NOW CLEAR AND CONVINCING 
THAT WE NEED THIS SERVICE STATION IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
AND THAT NO MORE TIME SHOULD BE LOST. OF COURSE IT GOES 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WITHOUT SAYING THAT OUR COUNTRY AND THE REIT OF THE FREE 
WORLD HAVE A TRULY GREAT INTEREST IN THE OIL IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST, AND WE CERTAINLY CANNOT AFFORD TO BE CUT 
OFF THEREFROM. UNQUOTEG. KISSINGER 

UNCLASSIFIED 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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